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3rd September 2026
Dear Families,
Free School Meals – Please Check Your Eligibility

At the start of the new school year, we are writing to all families to ask you to check whether your child may be eligible for Free School Meals (FSM).

We are sending this information again because we want to make sure our records are complete and accurate. We have already become aware of some families who were eligible but who we did not previously know about, and we want to ensure that no family misses out on support they may be entitled to.

It is particularly important to check this year as the Free School Meal eligibility rules have changed from September 2026, meaning that more families may now qualify.

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are automatically entitled to a free school meal each day through Universal Infant Free School Meals.

However, families receiving certain benefits should still check whether their child is also eligible for benefits-related Free School Meals. Registering separately may bring additional Pupil Premium funding into school to support your child and other pupils.

Meals must still be selected and ordered through the FEED system in the usual way.

Benefits-Related Free School Meals
From 1st September 2026, eligibility has been expanded. If your household receives Universal Credit, your child may now qualify, even if you have checked previously and were not eligible.

There are now two types:
· Targeted Free School Meals – eligible children receive free school meals and the school may also receive additional Pupil Premium funding.
· Expanded Free School Meals – eligible children receive free school meals, although this category does not currently attract Pupil Premium funding.

Because the rules have changed, we strongly encourage families to check again, even if you have applied in the past.

Why is registering important?
For children who qualify for Targeted Free School Meals, the school may receive additional Pupil Premium funding. This helps us provide additional teaching and interventions, learning resources, pastoral and wellbeing support, clubs, trips and enrichment opportunities, and further support to reduce barriers to learning.

It is really important that our Free School Meal information is accurate and correctly recorded on our Bromcom system by the end of this month. The information held on our system is used when funding is calculated and, if eligible children are not correctly recorded, the school could be underfunded and miss out on money that should be available to support our pupils.

This is particularly important for families in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. Although your child already receives a free meal, registering for benefits-related FSM may still generate additional funding for the school.

Your child does not need to eat a school meal every day for it to be worthwhile registering.

How to Check or Apply
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West Sussex residents:
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-meals/ 

Surrey residents:
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/at-school/meals/free-school-meals

Applications and eligibility checks are confidential. 

If you are unsure whether you may qualify, please check rather than assume that you do not, and please do not assume that the school already knows that your child is eligible.

If you need any help with the process or are unsure which Local Authority you need to apply through, please contact the school office. We will be very happy to help.

Thank you for helping us ensure that our information is accurate and that Loxwood Primary School receives all of the funding available to support our children.

Warm regards,
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Mrs Sharon Mellors
Headteacher 
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